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ON THE GEORGIAN STATUS OF THE VILLAGE

PAATA KOGUASHVILI
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DAVID ZARDIASHVILI

In the present article, the authors deal with problematic issues related to the determination of the legal status
of Georgian village. The authors consider that the solution to the problem of the status of the village is based on
definition of the fundamental principles of determining legal personality of the community and administering its
property. To make these principles clear, the article clearly shows that in Georgian realities and legal system, since
the times of neolith to statelessness, the village has always been a separate legal entity, whose rights and responsi-
bilities had been closely associated with disposal of the rural community’s property in the public domain. The
article describes significant threats to Georgian village caused by the destruction of the community’s property; the
emphasis is placed on the fact that harmful Soviet traditional practice continues even today, and the today’s
Georgian village is still deprived of natural right to administer its own property, which todayis virtually unsuper-
vised or mindlessly alienated.

The article justifies that under conditions of the restoration of independence, in spite of multiple “reform” of
local self-government, the status of the village is still undetermined; the article shows that inadequate interpretation
of “territorial optimization” in the Local Self-Government Code currently in force, is in direct contradiction to the
appropriate fundamental principles of the administrative-territorial structure suggestedin 1920 by a great Georgian
scientist Pavle Ingorokva; it is stressed that the legislation currently in force does not consider the rural community
to be a legal entity, and consequently the village is deprived of its all rights, and first of all, it is derived of its basic
right to dispose its own property that calls into question not only the development, but even its existence. The
concluding part of the article focuses on the possible solution of the problem of village status. The authors propose
a model of legal personality of the community in modern conditions and administering its own property, which
must be adopted, on the one hand, as a result of land reform, and on the other hand, as a result of local self-
government reform.
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